CHANUKAH II

Chanukah Miracles & Chanukah Commemoration

his is the second Morasha class on Chanukah. This shiur addresses the nature,

symbolism, and implications of the the Chanukah miracles and how we celebrate
Chanukah today. The first class discusses the events of Chanukah, the Greeks and
their battle with the Jews, what triggered and eternalized the Chanukah miracles and
the symbolism of the Menorah and its light.

This class seeks to understand:

~ What were the Chanukah miracles?

~ How do we commemorate the Chanukah miracles?

~ What are the deeper messages of the Chanukah miracles?

~ How does one fulfill the mitzvah of lighting the Menorah?

~ What is behind the Chanukah customs of food cooked in oil and the
dreidel?

Class Outline

Section I. The Chanukah Miracles
Part A. One-day Supply of Oil Burned For Eight Days
Part B. The Military Victory
Part C. Which Miracle Was More Obvious — The War or the Menorah?

Section II. Commemoration of the Chanukah Miracles
Part A. Lighting the Chanukah Menorah
Part B. Publicizing the Miracle of the Candles
Part C. Hoda’ah and Hallel — Expressing Thanks and Praise

Section III. The Deeper Messages of the Chanukah Miracles
Part A. Obvious Miracles Reveal an Entirely Miraculous World
Part B. Miracles Can Occur When Natural Options Are Exhausted
Part C. The Annual Return of the Chanukah Spirit

Section IV. How Do We Fulfill the Mitzvah of Lighting the Menorah?
Part A. What to Use for the Oil and Wicks
Part B. Where to Place the Menorah
Part C. How to Light the Menorah
Part D. When to Light the Menorah and For How Long
Part E. Recitation of the Blessings

Section V. Enjoying Some Potato Latkes, Doughnuts and a Game of Dreidel. ..
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CHANUKAH I

SECTION I. THE CHANUKAH MIRACLES

PART A. ONE-DAY SUPPLY OF OIL BURNED FOR EIGHT DAYS

1. Talmud Bavli (Babylonian Talmud), Shabbat 21b — What was the miracle of the oil?

What is Chanukah? ... When the Greeks
entered the Holy Sanctuary they defiled all the
oil that was there. And when the dynasty of the
Chashmonaim (Hasmoneans) grew strong and
defeated them, they searched and found only
one flask of oil that lay with the stamp of the
Kohen Gadol and there was only enough oil to
burn for one day. A miracle occurred and they lit
[the Menorah] from this oil for eight days. The
following year the Sages established these days
for praise and thanks.
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2. Beit Yosef on Tur, Orach Chaim 670 — Why was an eight-day miracle necessary?

The reason they needed to light the Menorah for
eight days from that very container of oil was
because all of the Jewish people were ritually
impure [tamei mais from the war]| and it was
impossible to prepare new pure oil until a seven-
day waiting period had passed, in addition to the
one day required for the pressing of the olives
and the procedure to prepare pure oil.

The Raan writes [the eight-day period was
necessary for a different reason] that the pure oil
was available at a distance of four days travel, and
eight days were necessary for the round trip.

3. 1Ibid. — Wasn't the miracle for seven days?

We need to understand why Chanukah was
established for eight days since there was enough
oil in the flask for only one night; the miracle
therefore lasted for only seven nights!

One explanation is that they divided the oil in the
flask into eight portions and each night they put
one portion into the Menorah and it remained lit
until the morning, so we find that a miracle took
place on each night ...

Another explanation is that after they poured
the required amount of oil [from the flask] into
the lamps of the Menorah, the flask remained as
full of oil as it was originally and the miracle was
obvious even on the first night.
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Another explanation is that on the first night they
poured all the oil into the lamps and it stayed lit
all night. In the morning they found the lamps
full of oil, and this occurred on each of the

[eight] nights.

PART B. THE MILITARY VICTORY

1.

In the days of Matityahu the son of the High
Priest, the Chashmonai, and his sons; when the
evil Greek Kingdom rose up against Your Nation
Israel to make them forget Your Torah and to turn
them away from the statutes of Your Will; You,
in Your abundant mercy, stood by them in their
time of distress, You defended their cause, You
judged their grievances, You avenged them. You
delivered the strong into the hands of the weak,
the many into the hands of the few, the impure
into the hands of the pure, the wicked into the
hands of diligent students of Your Torah. And
You made Yourself a great and sanctified Name
in Your world. And for Your people, Israel, You
performed a great deliverance and redemption
unto this very day.

Afterwards, Your sons entered the Holy of Holies
of your Abode, cleaned Your Temple, purified
Your Sanctuary, and kindled lights in Your holy
Courtyards, and designated these eight days of
Chanukah to thank and praise Your Great Name.
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Al HaNissim Liturgy — Defeating the Greek army was miraculous.
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2. Rabbi Matisyahu Salomon, Matnas Chaim, p. 50 — The magnitude of the military victory:

We find one hint in the Torah to the war of the
Chashmonaim against the Greeks, and that is
where Moshe (Moses) blesses the tribe of Levi:
“Bless, God, his possessions and accept the

work of his hands.” Rashi explains that Moshe
prophesied that descendants of Levi, Matityahu
and his sons, would fight the Greeks, and he
prayed for them, for they were few — twelve sons
of Chashmonaim and Elazar against multitudes.
Therefore he asked God to “Bless his possessions
and accept the work of his hands.” Behold, Rashi
gives new insight into the miracle of “multitudes in
the hands of few” — there were only thirteen men
battling myriads, an unprecedented feat amongst
all accounts of wars and bravery in those days.

What is meant by “Delivering the many into the hands of the few”?
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CHANUKAH 1I

3. [Ibid., p. 60 — Why did the Chashmonaim merit winning the war?

Many people have difficulty understanding the
“Al HaNissim” prayer. Of course, the fact that
the weak conquered the mighty and the few
conquered the many was a wondrous miracle,
but what is miraculous about the impure falling
into the hands of the pure, the evil into the
hands of the righteous and the immoral into the
hands of those who toil in Torah? ... It can be
said that our Sages were coming to teach us how
the miraculous victory of the few over the many
came about — only because the Chashmonaim
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were pure, righteous and toiled in Torah [did TN PO DPIR DN P 300
they merit this miracle].

PART C. WHICH MIRACLE WAS MOST OBVIOUS - THE WAR OR THE MENORAH?

1. Mabharal, Ner Mitzvah, p. 22 — One can mistakenly think that a war is won through human
effort alone.

The essence of the establishment of the festival of DS P DA TN 1 WARY 71D ...
Chanukah was the mlhtary defeat Of the Greeks, 53} e nﬂgj n{: I AN T wa Pj oMY NN
except that it was not apparent to them that this WP AT I Y 5 D3 s b .. D3 v

victory was a miracle ... Therefore, the miracle
of the lights of the Menorah was performed for
them so that they would know that everything
was a miracle from God, Blessed be He.
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SECTION II. COMMEMORATION OF
THE CHANUKAH MIRACLES

PART A. LIGHTING THE CHANUKAH MENORAH

1. Talmud Bavli, Shabbat 21b — How do we fulfill the mitzvah of lighting the Chanukah candles?

The Rabbis taught: The mitzvah of [lighting the] 595 93 PITIBM 2 LR 93 NN LD 1329 BN
Chanukah [menorah] is [one] candle for a person DYMIDIN ONDY 102 Pj-h-ibn ]D Pj-[nb‘-n TN O

and his home. Beautification of this mitzvah is TN M TN INDD MY PR NI oY

[to light] one candle for each member of the . X s ,
household. The School of Shammai said that the TP RPEAN P oS FLSIED S WDI;;:?T]’:)W:;

most beautiful way to perform the mitzvah is to
light eight candles on the first day of Chanukah
and decrease [on each successive night]; and the
School of Hillel said to light one candle on the first
night and increase [on each successive night].
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Ula taught that two Amaroim in Israel disagreed: D1 237 RIIWDI ONTMON 777 7132050 KO 0N
Rav Yossi Bar Avin and Rav Yossi Bar Zvida. One 137 ROYD TN T RT3 9201 37 PN 73

.said the explangtion of the Schogl of Shammai DO 235 555 FPAT NS POINA D T N
is because lighting the menorah in this manner 37T 7 T30 NS AT NI TN T PREH

corresponds to the number of the days of N oty b 1
Chanukah that still remain, and the method of (AUAARIRATEE e gk g Rkl

the School of Hillel corresponds to the number
of days of Chanukah that have gone by. The
other said the explanation for the School of
Shammai corresponds to the decreasing number
of sacrifices brought during the [Sukkot] festival,
and the reason behind the School of Hillel is that
we seek to elevate our level in holiness and do
not look to decrease it.

Raba Bar Chana quoted in the name of Rav P DR R MY 237 BN I 92 93 7137 IMWN
Yochanan: Two elders were hVil’lg in Sidon. One 1299270 WY TANVRDY 11920 WY TN 1783
lit according to the way of Shammai and one lit Dt I3 0 31T 27D T35 AT DY 10 Tt b

according to the way of Hillel. The first explained
that Shammai’s method alluded to the decreasing
number of sacrifices on the Festival. And the
reason of the Sage who followed Hillels method
is because we strive to go upwards in spiritual
matters, rather than the opposite.

DTN PRI TR POYnT I3

Does Beit Shammai disagree with the principle that we want to elevate ourselves with holiness?
2. Maharsha, Talmud Bavli, Shabbat 21b

Certainly Beit Shammai does not disagree with WEDT WP POYDT R RDW 173 15D KD XTI
Beit Hillel’s position of “Elevating ourselves in MY DI NIBI

holiness,” as it is of Biblical origin — [see Rashi].

Therefore, Beit Shammai is coming to teach an additional lesson central to Chanukah. The festival offerings
on Sukkot were sacrificed in the Temple on behalf of the Seventy Nations of the world. These offerings
decrease in number each day of Sukkot, symbolic of the seventy idol worshipping nations whose impact on
the world is seen to diminish over time. What is the connection to Chanukah?

3. Sifrei Rabbi Tzadok HaCohen, Vol. V, Essay 51.

[According to Beit Shammai,] on the first night DUNN 'Y T DT PITT AN D T T AmD
of Chanukah, one lights eight candles and ..DDYDS 139319 597 D95 DY = 50
decreases the number each successive night, \WIEY DS1ED NI MR T MRDT o 5D

corresponding to the decreasing number of
sacrifices brought during the festival of Sukkot.
These offerings correspond to the Seventy
Nations. [Beit Shammai teaches us to] decrease
the number of candles since our intention is to
minimize the influence of the nations on the
Jewish people. Our full intention in lighting the
Chanukah candles is to withdraw ourselves from
the influence of the nations and minimize their
significance. ..
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CHANUKAH I

PART B. PUBLICIZING THE MIRACLE OF THE CANDLES

Where do we light the menorah and why?

1.

Talmud Bavli, Shabbat 21b

The mitzvah of the Chanukah light is to place it LY AR AND SY D IS NN
on the outside at the entrance of one’s home ...

Rashi, ibid.

This is in order to publicize the miracle. LND3 11090 DD

Rabbi Shalom Brezovsky, Nesivos Shalom, Chanukah, p. 57 — To whom are we publicizing
the miracle and why?

“Publicizing the miracle” is not specifically to AT LR T3 KOR , DIAND NP1 PR RO DD

show others; it is also for each person and his TIMONT TR PN TP T2 M 13
family — to impress upon oneself and one’s family

the clarity of Jewish faith.

Rabbi Chaim Friedlander, Sifsei Chaim, Vol. II, p. 27 — Contemplation of obvious miracles
reveals hidden miracles.

Certainly we must first and foremost awaken TP PO TNYOS WOV TIWRT YR ONT
ourselves to recognize that God orchestrated NDY3 1095 S99 FINY OY T N, D '
our salvation from the Greeks. Together with = A3 SO 3 D3 D38 NNANT S — N

this, pirsumei nisa (proclaiming the miracle)

means that by contemplating revealed miracles poar 1 )
we recognize that all of God’ actions towards D] AR ) Steri)

us are hidden miracles. Through this we will DT DODIT Y L3P T N ,172197 230
add praise and thanks to God, as the Ramban L"DIN03T D032 [T DTN D BOMNBT

(Nachmanides) states, “From the great and well-
known miracles man comes to the appreciation
of the hidden miracles.”
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5. Rambam (Maimonides) Hilchot Chanukah, Ch. 4, Halachah 12 — To what extent must a

person sacrifice to light the menorah?

The mitzvah of lighting the Chanukah candles DTN IR, TNRD TV N 30 IR M ) I8
is a very precious mitzvah, and one should be B-NT AW AP0, DI TN 0T, IR
careful with it in order to publicize the miracle. 515 PR DN 15 FPW DD Sy 1D T

One must add praise and thanks to God for the
miracles He did for us. Even if someone has no
food to eat and has to accept charity he should
borrow or sell his clothing and purchase oil and
candles in order to light.

A1 1100 999 IN DN TPTR 10 NN DoN
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6. Rabbi Chaim Friedlander, Sifsei Chaim, Vol. II, p. 21 — Why does the Rambam write
in unprecedented terms that lighting the menorah is “a very precious mitzvah”?
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We need to clarify why the Rambam wrote

that lighting the Chanukah menorah is “a very
precious mitzvah.” It comes to teach us how
much we need to delve into the mitzvah of
publicizing the Chanukah miracle, and how
much we need to try to fulfill it, in order to
derive all we can to strengthen our faith in

God and our resolve to be Jews dedicated to
performing mitzvot willingly and joyously. And
this is what is written, “A person must be careful
with it” — in a manner that fulfilling the mitzvah
will fulfill the purpose — “So that the miracle will
be known.”

PART C. HODAAH AND HALLEL — EXPRESSING THANKS AND PRAISE

1. Rabbi Chaim Friedlander, Sifsei Chaim, Vol. II, pp. 25-26 — Why is there a special emphasis
during Chanukah to thank and praise God?

The focal point of Chanukah is giving thanks,
as Rashi states that, “Chanukah was entirely
established in order to convey our gratitude.”
Our Sages therefore instituted the prayer of “Al
HaNissim” in the blessing of thanks. The word
hoda’ah has two meanings: 1) to acknowledge
the truth and 2) to give thanks. These are both
connected: Man, who receives life, health,
sustenance, and all his other needs from God
must acknowledge the truth that everything he
has is in fact a gift from God.

This is very difficult for a person to do, as it
seems to him that he is the one in charge and

he often thinks to himself that it is “My own
strength and the might of my hand that brings
me victory.” Even when man contemplates

and realizes that it is God Who gives him the
strength to be successful [or at times when he
cannot attribute his gains to his own talents or
abilities] — nevertheless, he still thinks to himself
that although God gave it to him he deserves it
because of his good deeds. Or he thinks that just
like other people receive everything, why should
he be different to them. Therefore, he thinks that

he does not have to feel indebted and thank God.

Man is therefore obligated to toil and to ingrain
in his soul to recognize, admit and be grateful
that everything he has he receives from God as
free kindness; thereby he will reach the level of
giving thanks to God.
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CHANUKAH 1I

This is the point of saying Al HaNissim, to
contemplate and truthfully admit that the
victories are from God and not through the might
of the Chashmonaim, thereby thanking and
praising God.

We thank and praise God for the Chanukah miracles as expressed in the following three sources:
2. HaNerot HaLalu — Prayer for Chanukah Lighting

We kindle these lights [to commemorate] the 51 NS Sy 003 By PRvhTo BN % M

saving acts, miracles and Wonders Wthh You D’D’; u,n1ngb n’wyw .ﬂn‘:nbnn s;_n z-nquna
have performed for our forefathers, in those days ’ D.’w';'ip»:l "i’J»'D ";’.537 o - o

at this time, through Your holy priests.

Throughout the eight days of Chanukah these PRY DT WP 90 1T 1230 00 DI M 5
lights are sacred, and we are not permitted to *72.7252 DOINTS NON D2 WinmwiTh v 1%
make use of them, but only to look at them, in TU‘N?QJ 55—}3 e by 5”33 ]792.75 5?3?1 m-nn?
order to offer thanks and praise to Your great IR 59
Name for Your miracles, for Your wonders and T
for Your salvations.
3 Modim Liturgy

We will give thanks to You and recount Your WA TR 0N T NI IINY .70 BN DT
praise for our lives which are committed into STV T NYT N UYL 9 a0 R LTy oo

Your Hand, and for our souls which are entrusted

9 0 - " Sy : [
to You, and for Your miracles that are with us 29). 73 PNORT I Y 90 1900 T2 7

every day; and for Your wonders and favors in 29100y DY 223 7RI )T MTRRT WY
every season — evening, morning, and afternoon. DTS P2 20y 1Y D23 PLISIL) PINGD)
The Beneficent One, for Your compassions were PT0m 100 8 03 D . P 15 8 03 Sir
never exhausted, and the Compassionate One, :j’? P D?'W?;

for Your kindnesses never ended — always have
we put our hope in You.

4 Hallel Prayer in the Siddur

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of WTR N DI o0 wIdN 1 N 102
the Universe, Who has sanctified us with His b x N 1 PED2
commandments and commanded us to recite the T T
Hallel.

5 Mishnah Brurah 6 on Shulchan Aruch (Code of Jewish Law) 670:2 — Difference in the
commemoration of Purim and Chanukah.

The Rabbis did not establish Chanukah as a ST 555 NON — amawn anwnd owap Now

holiday of feasting; rather, it is dedicated to praise
and thanks to God.
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The reason seems to be that on Purim the

decree was to destroy and wipe out the physical
existence of the Jews, which is a negation of joy
and feasting. The Persians did not care about
destroying their souls, as we know that even had
they converted from Judaism, they would not
have been spared. Thus when God saved them,
the Rabbis established that we celebrate it with
feasting and joy.

However, regarding Antiochus, he did not decree
that they be killed; rather, he decreed oppression
and hardship in order to cause them to abandon
Judaism ... therefore they [the Sages] established

[the festival of Chanukah] as a time of praise and
thanksgiving exclusively. This is meant to express
that we are thankful, that in spite of the fact that
they tried to prevent us from following Judaism
... with His help their plan failed ... thus we are
thankful and praise Him that He intervened and
did not abandon us so that we can continue to
serve Him.

CHANUKAH 11

93 DPNH 1D RS IR WaP KT oY NN
NI IOV AN NI TR 70 PN D03
1P ORY FOIT IR KDY A D D3
1"ap o> e 10b oK apn i NS 'R onT
SR IR Y 2" P 1mawS1 1952 1wap uon

A2 DY M ROW DIDPOINT WY D" RWH
795 ... OO PBAR T NI MR P THYI
DI 112 1190 T35 TR H5% XON Dwap KD
ND /1P 1YY 17 1072 MO0 N WIN YunS 18
e 5y 15 omawm o BN b .. on 1D
[2135] 1 mayn Baty 85 0N 1h

SECTION III. THE DEEPER MESSAGES OF
THE CHANUKAH MIRACLES

PART A. OBVIOUS MIRACLES REVEAL AN ENTIRELY MIRACULOUS WORLD

1.

From the great and obvious miracles we should
come to appreciate the hidden miracles.

Ramban, Shemot 13:16 — Macro and micro miracles.

D033 71T OTN DD NERT DT DD Al
[mLaigle)iy]

2. Talmud Bavli, Ta’anit 25a — Lighting vinegar for Shabbat candles.

One Erev Shabbat, [Rabbi Chanina] noticed that
his daughter was sad. He asked her why. She
replied, “I mixed up the vessel of oil with the
vessel of vinegar, and lit the Shabbat light from
the wrong one!” He said to her, “My daughter —
why should that trouble you? He Who ordained
that oil should burn can also ordain that vinegar
should burn.” It is taught that [the vinegar]
burned all night and all day, until some of it was
used for Havdalah [the ceremony at the end of
Shabbat].
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CHANUKAH 1I

3. Rabbi Eliyahu Kitov, Sefer HaToda’ah (The Book of our Heritage) (based on Pri Tzaddik,
Pesach 32) — Why does the Talmud compare lighting oil to lighting vinegar?

It was necessary to establish as a belief in the 5w SN 253 IMONT VAP TS T 8NN
hearts of the Jewish people that all of the acts of M, T3P0 S IR DO PRI WD

IcrﬁagF’ndalre iepen(‘jzm uPor}llthe WﬂldthGOd; ; PP P TS — W PP, M D, 9370
mibabitect iands and desert, te sea and tue wind, 151 D93 YA DR PRI, THR D3 3T K

the clouds and fire, all are God’s handiwork and
Sow 1 AR 0353 YARY NN LTI TN

are continuously controlled by God. There is no
“nature,” rather all is directed by Him. After this e T2 ©37 D3 151N 1IN 3 Y0

belief was established in their hearts, that all of Y307 772
nature emanates from God’s word, they merited
to see miracles and to live a supernatural way of

life.

This is like the story of Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa, AN 212 L ION NDIT 13 NI°37 2392 YD )N
who said, “The One who decreed that oil should light IR P 05 ST PIImD R, D05 1S
can decree that vinegar should light.” We can ask, YOI 5y ShBeS 1B o i Sw ST A9

why did he mention the fact that oil lights; he could 7955 8 A 8b PoTY
have just said that God can make vinegar light?

He was coming to teach us that the way to 7975 PIFA OIS N DTN PRY N3 T 8O
achieve the miraculous is by instilling in S YIRI — YA DI YTV TARD KON A0
ourselves the belief that natural processes are also LT S HESTAR M2 03 DA NI T3 BTRT

directed by God. The fact that oil burns is also U
Gods’ Will, and that Will can also enable vinegar r 2 oy s
J w

to light.

It has already been pointed out that the gematria YT NI DEON’ DINTO 1IN 935
[numerical equivalent] of Elokim [God’s Name] is

the same as HaTleva [nature].

4. Rabbi Shimshon Pincus, Chanukah, p. 45 — Have only our ancestors merited experiencing

miracles?
There are those that ask how we explain the S5OMT FDN IR D30 TR0 MINED DN B
words “In those days at this time” — how do we WRY DB, 013 PR, 1013 DA D"

see miracles in our times? All of the miraculous
stories are of events that happened in the past:
The splitting of the Red Sea, the Jews’ passage
on dry land, the miracles of the Jews’ entrance
into the Land of Israel, the miracles in the

D'D3n DY DD 50 2003 NN B3 D

O 9P 1T DYD .I3Y3 1P DR DY o
ONOT .’ D' TN 173y DR DY 531 10
TN D TP P P DI, DN PIND

Temple, etc. Why is it that only those generations NI N BN D°D3 INT BT MM P T
saw miracles but we, in our days, do not see N 2T N P71 7D°D3 S M wna
miracles occurring? Was it only the generation N5, 0w 003 WM MINTD Mt T DN
of the desert or the Chashmonaim that merited 27 7NN N PN

witnessing Divine miracles while we do not
possess this merit?
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5.

God governs the world through a system of
nature combined with actual miracles. Miracles
occur daily around us, yet people are not affected
nor do they realize what is happening around
them. Just as certain sound waves exist in the
world’s atmosphere and can only be detected by
special instruments, likewise God provides man
with plenty of miracles even “in our times,” but
our challenge and task is to open our eyes and
ears to all that which is happening around us.

Even within nature we can see miracles within
living creatures, plants, in the heavens and on
earth. It is incumbent upon us to “lift our eyes to
the heavens” and then we can reach to “see Who
created these.”

CHANUKAH 11

Ibid., p. 46 — The opportunity to perceive miracles even in our times.

D033 AN, VAT °97T73 DWW ON P AR
553 ,winn 5w 00 NP DTN 5 23D .DVIN
DN DD DN DYDY DN DTNG 3 IN .07
55m3 P 001 51 S o5 .0ap SHinnna
IS WON IN DN DR 90 53y, oy
D03 PPODI DN 555 PHD’ MW, BN 9P
fabdieiy Ruty Rl 7dn i tsyim Kivatety Bar INda i ta R 1ol ikl mb!
N30 WA 9O Y IR AN PV Ano?

DY, IS 13,0008 MINTD 13 YT TINa D)
51 N1 DYV DD INY” D01 WY L PIND
JPN K921 NS o>

PART B. MIRACLES CAN OCCUR WHEN NATURAL OPTIONS ARE EXHAUSTED

1.

This is the secret of the miracle of Chanukah:
The victory of the few over the many seemed to
be impossible. Despite this, the Chashmonaim
strengthened themselves by making a decision
that they had no other choice [except to fight].
They therefore merited Divine assistance above
the natural order of events. The miracle of
Chanukah teaches us that there is no room for
despair in situations where the options seem
closed or naturally limited; one must gather his
strength as there is no other choice, and then
new gates of Divine assistance will open.

Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler, Michtav M’Eliyahu, pp. 119-120 — The secret of the Chanukah
miracle.

D397 5y DOpan S N 03 YW M T
PN DN YRR VAT T3 Y0 N TR
P92 PR S ST I — DRI

T OYRR NPT ROYPDY 198 0 D —
DIPRI WIND DIPD PR 19 71910 OB D3 ... 030
07 7773 DO DIDN B9 DN
P 1D MDY INT, TP PRY 11D AN PONTY
DOWIM NDWT NIYPD

Thus, a deeper lesson from the Chanukah miracles is that one should strive to the best of his abilities to
achieve his goals, but the final outcome is dependent on God bringing the effort to fruition. This concept
can greatly impact one’s approach to understanding all of our efforts:

2.

Ibid.

The eight days of Chanukah teach us that the
heavenly blessing that lights up our hearts
through the success of our daily endeavors is in
fact a miracle, beyond our natural abilities.

11
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PART C. THE ANNUAL RETURN OF THE CHANUKAH SPIRIT

1. Rabbi Chaim Friedlander, Sifsei Chaim, Vol II., p. 53 — How can we absorb the spiritual
energy of Chanukah into our lives?

In the prayer of “Al HaNissim” it says: “[For the D3 1 IAND WY.L IR DD 5y 1900
miracles] that You performed for our fathers I DO DI DT DS 7L 1t O
in those days at this time.” Jewish holidays ba NN, A5M 929 TS DYDY DM PR 1D

are not simply days of historical significance
commemorating past occurrences. Rather, all that
transpired then — the salvation and abundance of
spiritual and physical blessings, are re-established
annually at the anniversary of the holiday.

T T IMT PO DT, DOTPNA
e DIPIID W 2T DWIANM DINYID

However, this unique form of Divine influence T30 595 F7AYHRE AOYaaT Opew ST oD N
and elevation can be attained for each Jewish SIS DT TSN AW TN 53 D3y
' i ' ) ]

Sl UISIS(EIE s SnCulenllae 0 Fatee AN MYPIANAM OV A MR ow
to which one had adequately prepared in )
A5 P> WHY 3N AN 13 NI D). PMApYa

advance, devoting time to reflect on the essence ,
of the holiday and thus gaining the spiritual S POIPOR IR 1A% MY 070, 0

strengthening which inevitably follows. Similarly, T 253 PN NG YO DN I
the same is applicable concerning the days of

Chanukah. As such, we need to understand the

essence of the Greek exile in order to awaken

ourselves to mend its harmful consequences,

and through doing so we will be able to receive

the influences [inherent in the holiday], which

illuminate every year anew.

SECTION IV. HOW DO WE FULFILL THE MITZVAH
OF LIGHTING THE MENORAH?

PART A. WHAT TO USE FOR THE OIL AND WICKS
1. Rabbi Eliyahu Kitov, Sefer HaToda’ah, Ch. 11

It is ideal to light the Chanukah candles with T WA oun M DR IMaNan 0 Msn
pure olive oil and woolen wicks, because they 95 NI, Tr DN 151,103 T8 S M neay

give a pure light; and it is a remembrance of the AW 55 03 5N I A ST T WS

M h in the Tt le th lit with oli il.
enorahin the fempie that was Lt with olive ol 97 WS 11D DS M Rem oW
However, all types of oils and wicks are suitable
DD N 250, MYwn W

for lighting, including candles made from wax,
fats and paraffin.
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PART B. WHERE TO PLACE THE MENORAH

1. Rabbi Eliyahu Kitov, Sefer HaToda’ah, Ch. 11.

Our Rabbis established that we should leave the
Chanukah lights at the entrance of our homes
adjacent to a public thoroughfare. The menorah
is placed on the left side of the entrance with
the mezuzah on the right side [symbolic that we
should be surrounded by mitzvot]... This is done
in order to publicize the miracle; the mitzvah of
the Chanukah lights are more obvious when left
at an entrance where the public can see them;
and where they are not too low down nor too
high up.

In recent times many people customarily

leave the Chanukah candles on a windowsill
overlooking a public thoroughfare. One should
not leave them on his table, etc. as this does not
publicize the miracle, but rather appears that he
is lighting the candles to light up his home.

PART C. HOW TO LIGHT THE MENORAH

Rabbi Eliyahu Kitov, Sefer HaToda’ah, Ch. 11.

One candle is lit on the first night, and an
additional candle is added each night; on the
eighth night, eight candles are lit.

If one has a fixed menorah of eight lights, he
lights the outer light on the right side of his
menorah on the first night of Chanukah. On the
second night he first lights the candle that is to
the left of the first night’s candle and then lights
the one from the night before as well. This is done
on each subsequent night, always adding the

new candle to the left of those lit previously, then
going back to light the remaining candles from
left to right.

It is customary to light an additional candle each
night aside from the Chanukah candles. This
candle is called the “Shamash,” which indicates
that it is permissible to use its light and to light
the other candles from it. The Chanukah lights
themselves are not allowed to be used for light the
whole time that they are burning for the purpose
of the mitzvah. Therefore, we light the shamash
in order that we should not benefit from the
[lights of the] mitzvah but only from that shamash
candle.

13

OO AAD3 FONA M MY DHon BN
I, F0DT S SR T3, YIMa0 D377 IS
DI TR 01377 DO, DN 1oNm N P
T N 9 ON MSHT Y IR D 010D
ND1 T el I NI 22391 mwad mnsn nne
2T 9P M)

oMM YT IR DWW DN MMT
Sy orpy XS 5aN 02397 IR men nonn by
,D37 DIDID 1A PR 0D 13 N31D 5y 851 urdw
STV MNDD NI NN PRI N Y

737725 503 DAY, TN T POTE PN TS
S ST e 1053, ThN

7253, I 5w Inap 7 R
D5 . P1 TR NPPT B AN POTD R
NDY, TN NN PPOTH ORDWH B YOY O
oMY ,12°% 533 1915008 S 1 T pid
POTN TN DM PYOT 121 DR T80 TN
S SR

UM 1973 5P AP AN 3 795 53 YT o
N3 WHIWTD I T, 00, W’ RPN
JIORI NPT DN WD 5P, 1IND NS
DI ot 55 NS W MNON 70180 M 1PN
NOW T2 Wi N R0 70D . msnd opT
27253 101 NON I8 1 M N1

Jewish Calendar



CHANUKAH 1I

PART D. WHEN TO LIGHT THE MENORAH AND FOR HOW LONG

1.

2.

Shulchan Aruch, Hilchot Chanukah 672:1 — 2

One lights the Chanukah lamp from sunset
onward. If one did not light at sunset, one should
light as long as people are returning from the
marketplace, which is approximately one-half
hour [after sunset] since this is the optimal time
to publicize the miracle ... If this time period has
passed and one has not lit the lamps, one may
light the entire night.

Mishnah Brurah, ibid.

If one arrives home before the first light of dawn
and finds the members of his household asleep, it
is acceptable to wake them in order to light with
a blessing.

3. Rabbi Eliyahu Kitov, Sefer HaToda’ah, Ch. 11

The candles should burn for [at least] one-half hour.

PART E. RECITATION OF THE BLESSINGS

1.

Rabbi Eliyahu Kitov, Sefer HaToda’ah, Ch. 11

On the first night three blessings are said before
lighting the candles (See source #2 below).

On all other nights the first two blessings are
recited but the blessing of “Who has kept us
alive, sustained us, etc.” is not recited.

MO YPWIY DT AN 3 PRI PN

PO NN PR 0P YT RS I IN oY
W 37 A0 YT PR 0 Da0 1050w Ty T
DIN... ND*3 107D RN D3LN D2 DYIT INY

w1291 50 o0 25T 5 85 18T T 73y ON

1137 10 D7L» 273 NS WY OTIP 125 N3 ON)
7197232 PP2T7R Dovw Mo DR

SR80 D’P51'i 1P 0298 MM

111972 wHY 730 PRTIY TP PRI TS

5w 93 575 191 o5 o WEbN 1 IR T
ST O3 DI D03 ARG D03 YR L TN
DT AN LT D W WP WA ..

7735 WK HIN 7353 AR M3 Y a0
AP

2. Siddur, Blessings Before Lighting Chanukah Candles

Jewish Calendar

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the
universe, Who has sanctified us with His mitzvot
and commanded us to light the Chanukah
candles.

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the
universe, Who performed miracles for our fathers
in those days at this time.

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the
universe, Who has kept us alive, sustained us,

and brought us to this season.
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SECTION V. ENJOYING SOME POTATO LATKES,
DOUGHNUTS & A GAME OF DREIDEL...

What is the rationale behind the following Chanukah customs?

1. Rabbi Eliyahu Kitov, Sefer HaToda’ah, Ch. 11 — Fried foods.

It is proper to eat foods fried in oil on Chanukah W3 DN DDIRY TONMI DR 510 1)
in remembrance of the miracle of the flask of oil. D313 WYY 1w 70 1o

2. Rema, Shulchan Aruch (Code of Jewish Law) 670:2 — Dairy meals.

Some say that it is proper to eat dairy foods D3 20D TO1IMA 33 SIORS LW DN B

on Chanukah to remember the miracle which L(77113.59) IR AN ST 0N 25M T
occurred with Judith who fed the enemy dairy.

3. Rabbi Avraham Yitchak Sperling, Ta’amei HaMinhagim 859 — The Dreidel on Chanukah and
the Grogger on Purim.

The reason we play with a Dreidel on Chanukah DYDY, AWM (N2°3D) DIV PRy Dy
and a Grogger on Purim is because on Chanukah PPN TR R TONNAT, GeYT) WA
there was only a Heavenly awakening, as the Jews 59,10 W Y NS 03, X5 7, Tombi

as a Nation did not respond properly. God saved

them in His mercy. This is symbolized by the fact
that we hold the Dreidel by its top. On Purim YR ORI PR DN 1IN OONON JI2DI51 YN

the Jews awakened themselves by fasting and PIMIN 12 99 o2 MIMYRA A 00270
mourning, and therefore we hold the Grogger by LRI NS DWI 2P 1377) oD
its lower end.

PITING DT973 PR 195 1IN0 T35 D

This is why there is a difference in the version of S IBNI TN D703 Sy Rmowaw P> o
Al HaNissim that is said on Chanukah (versus LDIDPIIN DRI, DT ON 137,029 R 029
Purim): On Chanukah it says, “You defended 327 FIN 397, O3 79300 IR TN 1979
their cause, You judged their grievances, You R DB 255 PRI PN DRW 0T 1IN 1T

avenged them.” On Purim, after reading the
Megillah, it says, “Who defends our causes, Who
judges our grievances, Who avenges ...” The
reason for this is because on Purim the miracle

SR DI T S SN nen T by pIn
327 1IN 3977 9 e 05, ROn0T Mo
555 ROADT IPNT DN W8 RS 1M 033 SaN

came through the Jews’ prayers and fasts, and D3PI M2 DN 353 1113 WY 773 P
they were inspired to repent, so it is applicable WY 773pIY 027 1IN 1137 TN 9, DI
to say “Who defends our causes.” [Showing that NI DY 3097 08y

God brought about the Purim miracles because
of the Jewish nation’s proactive response.] On
Chanukah, however, we do not find that the
Jewish nation as a whole were awakened; God
put it in the hearts of a few strong individuals
to fight the Greeks and they won. This is why
it says, “You defended their causes,” as if God
Himself fought with the enemy.
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